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heat or cold while in transit, others do not. Certain kinds of highly specialized farming, for example citrus fruits and walnuts, are conducted unusually long distances from consuming regions. These necessarily occasion long hauls and higher freight costs. On the other hand, while certain crops or live stock are widely produced, a high proportion of the total output comes from specialized farming regions. Thus hogs and pork products, beef and beef products, and corn are peculiarly a surplus product of the corn belt and a very high proportion of the quantity turned out must be transported more than average freight-hauling distances in order to reach consuming centers. Consequently, the small average freight rate paid on dressed meats for the usual short haul is greatly increased for the bulk of meat shipments sent from the heart of the surplus meat-producing regions a thousand miles to the principal consuming sections. The same principle applies to the average cost of transporting flour relatively short distances as compared with the cost of shipping the surplus the longer distances to seaboard or to foreign markets. It is obvious, therefore, that many factors influence the cost of freight just as they affect the expense of local hauling by farmers. Bulki-ness, high or low value in proportion to size or weight, perishability, necessity for protection from heat or cold, length of haul, character of package or container, and many other conditions influence the cost of rendering the service of transporting farm products. Briefly these numerous differences lead to the conclusions that the character of products transported and the location of consuming centers with reference to producing regions make necessary the performance of varying kinds and degrees of transport service. That the costs of transporting farm products are high or low comparatively is the unavoidable result of producing and marketing under different and constantly changing conditions.